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Synopsis

Includes a bonus PDF with a character chart! One of the twentieth century’s enduring works, One
Hundred Years of Solitude is a widely beloved and acclaimed novel known throughout the world
and the ultimate achievement in a Nobel Prize-winning career. The novel tells the story of the rise
and fall of the mythical town of Macondo through the history of the BuendAfA a family. Rich and
brilliant, it is a chronicle of life, death, and the tragicomedy of humankind. In the beautiful, ridiculous,
and tawdry story of the BuendAfA a family, one sees all of humanity, just as in the history, myths,
growth, and decay of Macondo, one sees all of Latin America. Love and lust, war and revolution,
riches and poverty, youth and senility, the variety of life, the endlessness of death, the search for
peace and truth-these universal themes dominate the novel. Alternately reverential and comical,
One Hundred Years of Solitude weaves the political, personal, and spiritual to bring a new
consciousness to storytelling. Translated into dozens of languages, this stunning work is no less

than an account of the history of the human race.
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Customer Reviews

One Hundred Years of Solitude, the greatest of all Latin American novels is the magic and
multi-layered epic of the Buendia family and the story of their jungle settlement, Macondo.Like many
other epics, this book has deeply-rooted connections with historical reality, i.e., the development of
Colombia since its independence from Spain in the early 19th century. The story of the Buendia
family is obviously a metaphor for Colombia in the neocolonial period as well as a narrative
concerning the myths in Latin American history.The finest example of magic realism, One Hundred
Years of Solitude is a wonderfully comic novel, yet the book also exudes a pervading sense of irony;

a strong undercurrent of sadness, solitude and tragic futility. The intermingling of the fantastic with



the ordinary keeps readers in a state of constant anticipation, especially where the generations of
Buendia men are concerned.Some of this extraordinary novel’s most important effects are achieved
through the interplay of time as both linear and circular. The founding of Macondo and its narrative,
for the most part, follow time in a linear sense, as does the history of the Buendia family, who form a
series of figures symbolizing the particular historical period of which they are a part.The book,
however is almost obsessively circular in its outlook, as characters repeat, time and again, the
experience of earlier generations. The book’s fatalism is underscored by this circular sense of time.
Even a name a person is given at birth predetermines his or her life and manner of death, e.g., the
Aurelianos were all lucid, solitary figures, while the Jose Arcadios were energetic and enterprising,

albeit tragic.
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